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2. The Effects of Socio-Demographics on 
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2050.



Emerging Trends, US Generations,
Planning in the 21st Century: What’s Next?

Years Generation Population %

1997-today Generation Z  (0-22) 66,500,000 21%

1981-1996 Generation Y  (23-38) 77,200,000 25%

1965-1980 Generation X  (39-54) 49,600,000 16%

1946-1964 Baby Boomer  (55-73) 76,500,000 25%

1928-1945 Mature/Silent  (74-91) 35,300,000 11%

1901-1927 GI Generation  ( >92) 4,800,000 2%

Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP
Commissioner

NYC Dept of Parks. & Rec
Past President of APA

“It’s a changing of the guard of 
a generation, we are seeing a 

major shift in values and 
attitudes about place.”

2030, 1 in 5 over 65, Aging in Place 
2043 no majority race, Browning of America
2025 over 50% Single-Person Households
https://www.statista.com/statistics/797321/us-population-by-generation/

https://www.statista.com/statistics/797321/us-population-by-generation/


Pew Research Center, Factank, News in the Numbers, 2018, How Millennials today compare with their grandparents 50 
years ago, Richard Fry, Ruther Igielnik, Eileen Patten

Year Generation Urban Rural
1965 when Silent Generation was young 67% 33%

when Baby Boomers were young 68% 32%
when Gen X’s were young 84% 16%
when Gen Y’s (Millennials) were young 88% 12%

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/03/16/how-millennials-compare-with-their-grandparents/

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2018/03/16/how-millennials-compare-with-their-grandparents/




Source: NPTS, NHTS Data Program 1995, 2001, 2009

Total Annual Person Miles Traveled (PMT) Per Age Group, By Survey Year









Generational Differences
http://www.wmfc.org/uploads/GenerationalDifferencesChart.pdf

http://www.wmfc.org/uploads/GenerationalDifferencesChart.pdf


Generation Millennial: Profile
• Delaying marriage and children
• Living at home longer
• More likely to live in an urban area
• The most diverse generation in the history of the Nation
• More technology-savvy than any other generation
• Spend a significant amount of time online
• Texting is the most preferred method to communicate
• Willing & open to publicly share information (i.e. Facebook)
• May prefer to own a cell-phone over a car
• Work in an age where teleworking has increased
• Concerned about the environment and the effects of climate change
• Possibly served in the Iraqi and Afghanistan wars
• Described as confident, self-expressive, liberal, upbeat and open to change









Effects of Socio-Demographics on Future Travel Demand
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